PREFACE

^N the preparation of this book I have made no attempt
to collate the scanty scientific observations of earlier
^travellers in  adjoining regions which   may, or may

not, have some scientific bearing upon the problems I
have touched upon. To have done so, indeed, would have
been beyond" the scope of a personal record. Hence the
reader is spared an impressive bibliography. My endeavour
has been to set forth as a straightforward narrative the
things that I saw and heard, and the experiences that
befell me. If in the fulfilment of that task I have fallen
short of standards that have been set me by my predecessors
in the sphere of Arabian travel, I would plead that the
narrative has been written amongst many other preoccu-
pations in the few months since my return from Arabia.
Where, in recording conversations and folk stories, Arabic,
Mahri or Shahari words are used, I have transliterated
them in accordance with the local dialects in which they
were spoken, and have eschewed the Arabic lexicon.

I am indebted to Sir Arthur Keith who, in association
with Dr. W. M. Krogman, has contributed a valuable
Appendix to this work, not only for much kindly en-
couragement, but for a synthesis of my anthropological
observations and measurements, by which they come to
have a scientific meaning.

I have to thank the Royal Geographical Society for
much assistance in collating my astronomical observations
on this and on previous journeys, and in the preparation
of the map which accompanies this volume; and especially
the President, Admiral Sir William Goodenough, the
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